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among the people any movement toward enlighten-
ment or culture, and in the people's struggle for
emancipation and their rights it was always on the
side of the oppressors.

When that despised, tyrannical government was
overthrown, the church went down with it. After
the overthrow of the czar, when the Whites and the
Reds were engaged in a life and death struggle,
the representatives of the church, as a rule, were
on the side of the Whites. It was therefore easy for
the revolutionists or communists to point out to the
people that the church was against them and their
interests, that it acted only as a tool of the enemies
of the people.

Another important factor in estranging the Rus-
sian people from formal religion, and one which
made its abolishment comparatively easy for the
Bolsheviks, was the fact that the church had ac-
cumulated immense wealth not only in money but
in great tracts of very desirable land, the confisca-
tion of which, and its division among the peasants,
appeased their land hunger.

I do not want to leave the impression that the
process was as simple as all that. Many of the Rus-
sian people resisted the government's policy and
its move to wipe out religion; and the government,